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what veiled. In 1935 constitutional monarchy seemed to be vindi-
cated in his person. He alone among the monarchs of the Great
Powers had survived the storms of these years, and he by general
consent had maintained the great tradition of the impartiality of the
Crown between political parties and used its mediating influence
wisely and coolly in circumstances of great difficulty. The celebration
of his Jubilee was a unique demonstration, and the more impressive
because spontaneously given to a man who claimed nothing for
himself. People contrasted in their minds the simple and dignified
demeanour of the British Sovereign with the loud boastings and claims
to infallibility of the foreign dictators. Queen Mary justly shared the
honours of this great public acknowledgment. The King seemed well,
and there was no presentiment that his reign would be ended within
eight months.
In June, 1935, Baldwin succeeded MacDonald as Prime Minister,
thus for the third time occupying the highest place, and in Octobert
he decided on a dissolution of Parliament. The moment was skilfully
chosen. The situation created by Mussolini's defiance of the League
caused great anxiety, the Labour Opposition was deeply divided
between its pacifists, who objected to any policy which might lead
to war, and others of its members who criticized the Government
for being slow to support the League at the risk of war. The latter
objected almost as strongly as the former to the " rearmament"
which the Government declared to be one of the principal duties of
the new Parliament, thereby exposing themselves to the retort that
they were ready for war but not ready to provide the means of
making it. It added to the difficulties of Labour that a few weeks
before the election its greatly respected leader, Lansbury, resigned
in consequence of his differences with his party on these issues.
His place was taken by Major Attlee, who did his best in the difficult
situation, but had the disadvantage of being little known to the
public.
" A million new houses built, a million more employed " was the
slogan on which the Government appealed *to the country on its
domestic record. Against it Labour set its Leicester and Brighton
programmes with its promise of a new social order by the uprooting
of the Capitalist system and the nationalizing of land, mines, banks
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